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Corner Post Out and About 

Clockwise from top: 
 
1. CPAs Mindy Kram, Aric Kram, and Lauren 

Mitchell joined John R. Berry at our State of the  
Community table in Mineral Wells this year. 

2. Pat R. Bazzell of Texas Farm Bureau Insurance 
speaks about Medicare Supplements at our 
February workshop at Titan Bank.  

3. Jodie Barnes, Financial Advisor, celebrates the 
first anniversary of our Graham office. 

Investment Centers of America, Inc. (ICA), member FINRA/SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor, is not affiliated with Corner Post Financial Planning, Graham Savings, 
or Titan Bank.  Securities, advisory services and insurance products offered through ICA and affiliated insurance agencies are *not insured by the FDIC or any other Federal 
Government agency *not a deposit or other obligation of, or guaranteed by any bank or their affiliates *subject to risks including the possible loss of principal amount in-
vested. Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP® in the U.S.  

Client Corner | Linda and Steve Salmon, Weatherford/Mineral Wells 

Linda and Steve Salmon are 
familiar faces throughout the   
Mineral Wells area. They’ve 
owned their busy oil-change shop, 
Kwik Kar, since 2006, serving 
both fleet and consumer needs. 

When they are not at Kwik 
Kar, the Salmons keep their hands 
busy. Linda enjoys working in 
their garden, and Steve likes to 
build. In fact, the couple built their 
Brock home themselves in just 

over three years, using books and 
advice from friends and family.  

The Salmons arrived in 
Weatherford from Abilene via Ar-
lington about 20 years ago, after 
Steve discovered it while working 
a construction job at the 
Weatherford post office.  

Linda and Steve also hold 
leadership roles in their church, 
Central Christian Church in 
Weatherford.  
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Upcoming Workshops and Client Events 
Raising Funds for Your Nonprofit 
Speaker Brent Baker, Office of Institutional  
Advancement at Weatherford College.  
11:30 a.m to 1 p.m. April 23 at Titan Bank 
 

Social Security and Your Retirement 
Claiming strategies to maximize your income,  
presented by John R. Berry, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL  
PLANNERTM professional.  
5:30 to 6:30 p.m May 28 at Titan Bank 
 

Slaying the Debt Monster   
Overcoming overspending and getting out of debt, by 
John R. Berry and Dacey R. Malone. 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. June 4 at Titan Bank 
 

Mid-Year Market Update  
What we might see for the rest of 2015 in the finan-
cial markets. Presented by John R. Berry. 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. July 30 at Titan Bank 

Retirement Planning Basics Workshop 
How to get started and how to tell if you’re on track,  
presented by John R. Berry.  
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. September 24 at Titan Bank 
 

Creating Income Strategies for Retirement 
Strategies to help make sure you don’t outlive your 
money, presented by John R. Berry.  
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. October 22 at Titan Bank 
 

Social Security and Your Retirement 
Claiming strategies to maximize your income,  
presented by John R. Berry.  
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. November 5 at Titan Bank 
 

Client Appreciation Family Movie Night 
6 to 8 p.m. December 3 at Brazos Cinema III 

 

Linda and 
Steve Salmon 



Tips for weathering a crazy market*
C 

onventional wisdom 
says that what goes up 
must come down. But 

even if you view market vola-
tility as a normal occurrence, it 
can be tough to handle when 
your money is at stake. Though 
there’s no foolproof way to 
handle the ups and downs of 
the stock market, the following 
common-sense tips can help. 

 

Don’t put your eggs all 
in one basket 

Diversifying your invest-
ment portfolio is one of the key 
tools for trying to manage mar-
ket volatility. Because asset 
classes often perform differ-
ently under different market 
conditions, spreading your as-
sets across a variety of invest-
ments such as stocks, bonds, 
and cash alternatives has the 
potential to help reduce your 
overall risk. Ideally, a decline 
in one type of asset will be bal-
anced out by a gain in another, 
though diversification can’t 
eliminate the possibility of 
market loss. 

 

Focus on the forest, 
not on the trees 

As the market goes up and 
down, it’s easy to become too 
focused on day-to-day returns. 

Instead, keep your eyes on 

your long-term investing 

goals and your overall portfo-

lio. Although only you can de-
cide how much investment risk 
you can handle, if you still 
have years to invest, don’t 

overestimate the effect of short
-term price fluctuations on your 
portfolio. 

 

Look before you leap 
When the market goes 

down and investment losses 
pile up, you may be tempted to 
pull out of the stock market 
altogether and look for less 
volatile investments. The mod-
est returns that typically ac-
company low-risk investments 
may seem attractive when more 
risky investments are posting 
negative returns. 

But before you leap into a 
different investment strategy, 
make sure you’re doing it for 
the right reasons. How you 
choose to invest your money 
should be consistent with your 
goals and time horizon. 

For instance, putting a lar-
ger percentage of your invest-
ment dollars into vehicles that 
offer safety of principal and 
liquidity (the opportunity to 
easily access your funds) may 
be the right strategy for you if 
your investment goals are short 
term and you’ll need the 
money soon, or if you’re grow-
ing close to reaching a long-
term goal such as retirement.  

But if you still have years 
to invest, keep in mind that 
stocks have historically outper-
formed stable-value invest-
ments over time, although past 
performance is no guarantee of 
future results. If you move 
most or all of your investment 
dollars into conservative in-
vestments, you’ve not only 

locked in any losses you might 
have, but you’ve also sacrificed 
the potential for higher returns. 

 

Seek the silver lining 
A down market, like every 

cloud, has a silver lining. The 
silver lining of a down market 
is the opportunity to buy shares 
of stock at lower prices. 

One of the ways you can do 
this is by using dollar-cost av-
eraging. With dollar-cost aver-
aging, you don’t try to “time 
the market” by buying shares at 
the moment when the price is 
lowest. In fact, you don’t worry 
about price at all. Instead, you 

invest a specific amount of 

money at regular intervals 

over time. When the price is 
higher, your investment dollars 
buy fewer shares of an invest-
ment, but when the price is 
lower, the same dollar amount 
will buy you more shares.  

For example, let’s say that 
you decided to invest $300 
each month. As the illustration 

below shows, your regular 
monthly investment of $300 
buys more shares when the 
price is low and fewer shares 
when the price is high.

 
Although dollar

aging can’t guarantee you a 
profit or avoid a loss, a regular 
fixed dollar investment may 
result in a lower average price 
per share over time, assuming 
you continue to invest through 
all types of market conditions. 

 
(This hypothetical example is for illustra-

tive purposes only and does not represent the 

Tips for weathering a crazy market* 

below shows, your regular 
monthly investment of $300 
buys more shares when the 
price is low and fewer shares 
when the price is high. 

Although dollar-cost aver-
aging can’t guarantee you a 
profit or avoid a loss, a regular 
fixed dollar investment may 
result in a lower average price 
per share over time, assuming 
you continue to invest through 
all types of market conditions.  

(This hypothetical example is for illustra-

tive purposes only and does not represent the 

performance of any particular investment. 
Actual results will vary.) 

 

Make dollar-cost  
averaging work for you 
♦ Get started as soon as possi-
ble. The longer you have to 
ride out the ups and downs of 
the market, the more opportu-
nity you have to build a sizable 
investment account over time. 
♦ Stick with it. Dollar-cost av-
eraging is a long-term invest-
ment strategy. Make sure you 
have the financial resources 
and the discipline to invest 
continuously through all types 
of market conditions, regard-
less of price fluctuations. 
♦ Take advantage of automatic 
deductions. Having your in-
vestment contributions de-
ducted and invested automati-
cally makes the process easy 
and convenient. 
 

Don’t stick your head 
in the sand 

While focusing too much 
on short-term gains or losses is 
unwise, so is ignoring your in-
vestments. You should check 

your portfolio at least once a 

year—more frequently if the 

market is particularly vola-

tile or when there have been 

significant changes in your 

life. You may need to rebal-
ance your portfolio to bring it 
back in line with your invest-
ment goals and risk tolerance. 
Don’t hesitate to get expert 
help if you need it to decide 
which investment options are 
right for you. 

 

Be REALISTIC, not 
overly optimistic 

As the market recovers 
from a down cycle, elation 
quickly sets in. If the upswing 
lasts long enough, it’s easy to 
believe that investing in the 
stock market is a sure thing. 
But, of course, it never is. As 
many investors have learned 
the hard way, becoming overly 
optimistic about investing dur-
ing the good times can be as 
detrimental as worrying too 
much during the bad times. The 
right approach during all kinds 
of markets is to be realistic. 
Have a plan, stick with it, and 
strike a comfortable balance 
between risk and return. 

 
*These are the views of Broadridge and not 
necessarily of the named representative or 
ICA and should not be construed as invest-
ment advice.  Neither the named represen-
tative nor ICA gives tax or legal advice.  
All information is believed to be from reli-
able sources; however, we make no repre-
sentation as to its completeness or accuracy.  
Please consult your Financial Advisor for 
further information. 

FAQ:  
Why does it matter 
that John R. Berry is a 
Certified Financial 
PlannerTM professional? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CFP® professionals 
must act in clients’ best 
interests. They have met 
the high standards of 
competency and ethics 
established and enforced 
by CFP Board of Stan-
dards, Inc.  

CFP® professionals 
have the knowledge and 
skills to assess your cur-
rent financial status, iden-
tify potential problem 
areas, and recommend 
appropriate options. They 
have demonstrated 
knowledge in many areas 
of financial planning, in-
cluding income and es-
tate tax, investment plan-
ning, risk management, 
and retirement planning. 

 

CFP® requirements 

include: 
 
♦ A professional fitness 
standards and back-
ground check 
♦ Completion of Board-
registered education 
program and passage of 
a 10-hour certification 
exam. 
♦ Bachelor’s degree  
♦ Continuing education 

John R. 
Berry 


